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For almost 190 years the Medal of the Immaculate Conception has , been popularly known by 

Catholics the world over as the Miraculous Medal. The medal is striking because Our Lady 

herself presented the familiar design.  

 

The front of the medal depicts Mary standing on a globe, with the head of a serpent beneath her 

feet. Circling the oval-shaped medal is the signature, "O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us 

who have recourse to thee." On the reverse, 12 stars surround a large "M," from which a cross 

arises. Below the "M," the medal depicts two flaming hearts. The left heart, circled with thorns, 

represents Jesus. The right heart, pierced by a sword, symbolizes Mary. 

 

The extraordinary story begins on the night of July 18, 1830, when a mysterious child awakens 
Sr. Catherine Laboure. The child leads her to the convent's chapel. There, Sr. Catherine sees the 
Virgin Mary sitting in a chair. She kneels beside Mary and rests her hands in the Virgin's lap. The 
two speak for several hours. During the conversation, Mary promises she will return and give the 
young nun "a mission." The child leads Catherine back to her bed. Catherine hears the clock 
strike 2 a.m., July 19. 
 
A little more than four months later, Sr. Catherine learns what Mary wants. During her evening 
meditation on Nov. 27, 1830, Catherine has a vision of Mary standing in a position similar to the 
depiction on the medal. Later, the vision changes to include the inscription found on the front 
side of the medal. 
 
Mary speaks to Catherine, saying, "Have a medal struck upon this model. Those who wear it will 
receive great graces, especially if they wear it around their neck."  
 
Since that time there have been countless miracles attributed to this beautiful sacramental. 
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